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the Members here in the Chamber. A 
tremendous opportunity for education 
of my colleagues, I must say, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Again, I thank my good friend, the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) 
for his leadership and management of 
these proposed bills.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEARCE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. SOUDER) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 
254. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

INCREASING THE WAIVER RE-
QUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN 
LOCAL MATCHING REQUIRE-
MENTS TO AMERICAN SAMOA, 
GUAM, THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, OR 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1189) to increase the waiver re-
quirement for certain local matching 
requirements for grants provided to 
American Samoa, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, or the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1189

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. WAIVER OF LOCAL MATCHING RE-

QUIREMENTS. 
(a) WAIVER OF CERTAIN MATCHING REQUIRE-

MENTS.—Section 501 of the Act entitled ‘‘An 
Act to authorize certain appropriations for 
the territories of the United States, to 
amend certain Acts relating thereto, and for 
other purposes’’, approved October 15, 1977 (48 
U.S.C. 1469a; 91 Stat. 1164) is amended—

(1) in the last sentence of subsection (d), by 
striking ‘‘by law’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(e) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, in the case of American Samoa, 
Guam, the Virgin Islands, and the Northern 
Mariana Islands, each department or agency 
of the United States shall waive any require-
ment for local matching funds (including in-
kind contributions) that the insular area 
would otherwise be required to provide for 
any grant as follows: 

‘‘(1) For a grant requiring matching funds 
(including in-kind contributions) of $500,000 
or less, the entire matching requirement 
shall be waived. 

‘‘(2) For a grant requiring matching funds 
(including in-kind contributions) of more 
than $500,000, $500,000 of the matching re-
quirement shall be waived.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 601 
of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to authorize ap-
propriations for certain insular areas of the 
United States, and for other purposes’’, ap-
proved March 12, 1980 (48 U.S.C. 1469a note; 94 
Stat. 90), is amended by striking ‘‘, and add-
ing the following sentence’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘Islands.’ ’’. 

(c) STUDY.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall complete and 
submit to the Committee on Resources of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate the results of a study of the im-
plementation of the amendments made by 
subsection (a).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. SOUDER) and the gentleman 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1189 which was in-

troduced by my friend and colleague, 
the gentleman from American Samoa 
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA), is important as a 
component of the larger interest in en-
couraging economic development in 
the territories. 

I would like to add, earlier the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) talked about his many 
friends in Arizona. A few years ago I 
was fortunate to travel with the gen-
tleman and Speaker HASTERT around 
the Middle East and other countries. 
Everywhere we went we met Samoans. 
They all knew who he was. He has 
friends around the world in multiple 
continents. I can verify to that, as can 
the Speaker, not just in Arizona and 
his home area. Samoans were every-
where. I very much appreciate that. 

Many Americans do not realize the 
role that our committee plays with 
this. This is a very important bill to 
the territories. H.R. 1189 increases the 
waiver for certain local matching re-
quirements for all United States terri-
tories. Currently, Federal law allows 
Federal agencies or departments to 
waive the first $200,000 in matching re-
quirements to the U.S. territories of 
American Samoa, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. This legisla-
tion will increase that amount to 
$500,000. Further, for a grant requiring 
matching funds of more than $500,000 
the legislation waives the first $500,000 
of the matching requirement. 

It is important to note that H.R. 1189 
will also end the inconsistent manner 
in which current law is applied to the 
matching waiver. With this bill, the 
waiver will apply to all Federal agen-
cies and departments making grants to 
the U.S. territories, not just the De-
partment of Interior. 

The bill of the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) close-

ly resembles legislation introduced by 
Delegate Underwood in the 107th Con-
gress which was also reported with 
strong bipartisan support by the Com-
mittee on Resources. It is clear that 
while territorial economies, in general, 
have improved over the last several 
years, each government continues to be 
challenged with rising unemployment, 
decreased government revenues, and 
limited new capital for diversification. 
Passage of this legislation today and 
its eventual enactment will truly 
broaden the U.S. Territories’ access to 
Federal grants which should help to 
grow their unique economies. 

I commend the gentleman from 
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) 
for working with this committee and 
others to ensure this legislation moves 
forward. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 1189.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to support H.R. 1189, a bill to as-
sist our insular territories by waiving 
matching requirements at a certain 
Federal level for Federal grant pro-
grams. I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman 
POMBO) and the gentleman from West 
Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) of the Com-
mittee on Resources for their contin-
ued support regarding the needs of our 
island territories and for their help in 
bringing this legislation to the floor 
today. 

I would also be mindful in expressing 
my appreciation to the support and co-
sponsorship of the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) and my good friend, the 
Resident Commissioner, the gentleman 
from Puerto Rico (Mr. ACEVEDO-VILÁ) 
for their support. 

H.R. 1189 is a bill that would increase 
the waiver requirement for certain 
local matching requirements for grants 
provided for the territories of Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Virgin Islands, 
and the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands. 

Mr. Speaker, Congress first enacted a 
matching waiver requirement for the 
territories in 1980, recognizing the dif-
ficulty of territorial governments to 
access Federal grant money that re-
quired matching as the basis of a fund-
ing. At that time the waiver was set at 
$100,000 for American Samoa and the 
CNMI. And later in 1983 and 1984 the 
law was amended to increase the re-
quirements to $200,000 and was simulta-
neously added to the territories of the 
Guam and Virgin Islands for eligibility. 
It has now been 20 years since the law 
has been revisited, and the current 
waiver of $200,000 has been proven to be 
inadequate to meet the needs of these 
insular areas. 
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Mr. Speaker, our territorial govern-

ments continue to be challenged with 
rising unemployment, decreased gov-
ernment revenues, and impediments to 
attracting new capital for diversifica-
tion. The insular areas simply do not 
have the financial resources to meet 
the matching fund requirements re-
quired by Federal law. Consequently, 
we are often unable to apply for the 
Federal grants that we need to address 
critical issues like health, education, 
and economic development. H.R. 1189 
would alleviate these difficulties by in-
creasing the waiver requirement to 
$500,000. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1189 the would also 
direct the Secretary of the Interior to 
complete and to submit to the House 
Committee on Resources and the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources the results of a study of the 
implementation to the changes to the 
matching requirement made through 
this legislation. While it is clear that 
more comprehensive legislation is 
needed to bring about sustainable eco-
nomic growth and relief for the insular 
areas, I believe this legislation will al-
leviate some of the economic difficul-
ties we are facing. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would also like 
to take this opportunity to thank my 
colleagues, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO), the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN), the gentleman from 
Puerto Rico (Mr. ACEVEDO-VILÁ) for ex-
pressing their support. Again, I express 
my appreciation to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. POMBO) and the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL) and the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. SOUDER). I want to let the gen-
tleman from Indiana know that I did 
not forget that trip that we took to the 
Middle East. Yes, in fact, just about 
every military installation that we vis-
ited with the then chairman of the 
International Security Subcommittee 
of the Committee on Government Re-
form, the gentleman from Illinois, 
whose name was Mr. HASTERT, who is 
now the Honorable Speaker of the 
House, from which I really enjoyed 
meeting not only with our soldiers and 
our troops in that opportunity that we 
had. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank my good 
friend, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. SOUDER) for his assistance in man-
aging this proposed bill. I urge my col-
leagues to support this proposed legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to close, as 
someone who comes from the heartland 
of the United States, I know many of 
my constituents and others say, ‘‘We 
still have territories?’’ And then, ‘‘Why 
are we doing grants to these terri-
tories?’’ As my friend, the gentleman 
from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) has just pointed out, 
when you go through our Armed Serv-

ices anywhere around the world, they 
are among the most active and volun-
teering for our militaries in these dif-
ferent territories, the bases that we 
have in these places, the beautiful nat-
ural resources, are very important to 
our survival as a country. They pay 
taxes. They support our Nation. This 
brings equity to them in the grant 
structure. And we can, in this time of 
international pressure, all of a sudden 
appreciate more American Samoa, Ha-
waii, Mariana Islands, Guam, are right 
out there where we need them to be. 
And we are very supportive of these 
territories. This bill goes a long way 
towards saying thank you.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
SOUDER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1189. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

URGING THE PRESIDENT TO 
PRESENT THE PRESIDENTIAL 
MEDAL OF FREEDOM TO HIS HO-
LINESS, POPE JOHN PAUL II 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res 
313) to urge the President, on behalf of 
the United States, to present the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom to His Holi-
ness, Pope John Paul II, in recognition 
of his significant, enduring, and his-
toric contributions to the causes of 
freedom, human dignity, and peace and 
to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of 
His Holiness’ inauguration of his min-
istry as Bishop of Rome and Supreme 
Pastor of the Catholic Church. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 313

Whereas His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, 
was born Karol Jozef Wojtyla in Wadowice, 
Poland, on May 18, 1920, the youngest of 3 
children, born to Karol Wojtyla and Emilia 
Kaczorowska; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II personally suf-
fered and experienced deprivation from an 
early age, losing his mother, eldest brother, 
and father before turning age 21; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II found comfort 
and strength in the example of his father’s 
faith, who he observed ‘‘after my mother’s 
death, his life became one of constant pray-
er. Sometimes I would wake up during the 
night and find my father on his knees . . . 
his example was in a way my first semi-
nary’’; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II was enrolled in 
Jagiellonian University in Cracow in 1939, 
which was closed by the Nazis during their 
occupation of Poland; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II experienced the 
brutishness of a godless totalitarian regime, 
which sought to eradicate the history and 
culture of a proud people and sent many of 
his professors, friends, and millions of Polish 
Jews to camps where they were systemati-
cally murdered; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II was himself ar-
rested by Nazi occupation forces in 1942, but 

his life was spared because of his employ-
ment at a limestone quarry, work deemed es-
sential to the war effort; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II courageously 
defied the Nazi occupation forces, risking his 
own life to protect Polish Jews from persecu-
tion, helping to organize the underground 
‘‘Rhapsodic Theatre’’, which he intended to 
be ‘‘a theatre . . . where the national spirit 
will burn’’, writing two religious plays con-
sidered subversive to the Nazi regime, and 
enrolling in the clandestine seminary of 
Archbishop Sapieha of Cracow, where he 
studied religion, theology, and philosophy; 

Whereas the Nazi occupation of Poland was 
ended only by the imposition of a communist 
era of occupation that sought to subjugate 
Polish citizens, extinguish Polish nation-
alism, and subjected the exercise of indi-
vidual religious liberty to the control of god-
less Stalinist rulers; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II was ordained in 
1946, later becoming a Professor of Ethics 
and Chaplain at the Catholic University of 
Lublin, the only Catholic university behind 
the Iron Curtain, where he, again at great 
personal risk, initiated activities that helped 
to preserve the intellectual, cultural, and 
historical richness of his homeland and pro-
tected the integrity and independence of the 
Catholic Church in Poland; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II was an articu-
late and outspoken advocate for religious 
freedom and Christian humanism at Vatican 
Council II, asserting that the Church could 
not claim religious liberty for itself unless it 
was willing to concede it to others; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II, upon returning 
to his homeland, frequently cited the Coun-
cil’s declaration that religious freedom was 
‘‘the first of human rights’’, a phrase em-
braced by Polish Catholics in their struggle 
against the hegemony of the communist re-
gime; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II, on October 16, 
1978, was elected the 264th Pope, making his-
tory by becoming the first-ever Slavic Pope 
and the first non-Italian Pope in more than 
400 years; 

Whereas October 22, 2003, marked the Sil-
ver Jubilee of His Holiness’ inauguration of 
his ministry as Bishop of Rome and Supreme 
Pastor of the Catholic Church, signifying 
Pope John Paul II’s completion of 25 years as 
the spiritual leader of more than 1,000,000,000 
Catholic Christians around the world, includ-
ing more than 66,000,000 Catholic Christians 
in the United States; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II was a unique, 
substantial, and historic catalyst in the de-
mise of Soviet communism and the emanci-
pation of hundreds of millions of people from 
totalitarian rule; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II, in his inau-
gural sermon, boldly offered hope to op-
pressed peoples around the world while caus-
ing authoritarian rulers to brace by pro-
claiming ‘‘open the boundaries of states, eco-
nomic and political systems, the vast fields 
of culture, civilization and development. Do 
not be afraid.’’; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II returned to his 
native Poland for 9 days in June 1979, 
unleashing patriotic and religious forces 
that would ultimately lead to the peaceful 
toppling of the communist regime in Poland 
and the dramatic demise of the Warsaw Pact 
and the Soviet Union; 

Whereas Pope John Paul II, before visiting 
his native Poland in 1987, met with President 
Ronald Reagan, who recognized the fruits of 
His Holiness’ labors by stating ‘‘be assured 
that the hearts of the American people are 
with you. Our prayers will go with you in 
profound hope that the terrible burden of 
brave people everywhere who yearn for free-
dom, even as all men and women yearn for 
the freedom that God gave us all. . . . We see 
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